
 
 
 

Public engagement 
Arts and humanities research is a vital part of the cultural wealth of this country, engaging millions 

of people through the exhibitions they visit, the music they listen to, the books they read and the 

plays and films they watch. 

Public engagement - the engagement of researchers with the general public for the benefit of both 

– supports these broad interactions that play such an important role in maintaining and enhancing 

our quality of life. 

At its best public engagement is a two-way exchange of ideas, information and insights, but it is 

acknowledged that there can be many ways in which arts and humanities researchers can interact 

with the public. The RCUK definition of public engagement can be found on their webpages.  

The AHRC supports public engagement in a number of ways: 

Pathways to Impact  

Public engagement is a recognised ‘pathway to impact’. This means that public engagement can 

take place at any point, before the research begins to help shape the research question, during the 

research grant as part of the research process, or at the end of the grant to feedback on the 

findings and potentially influence the future research portfolio. Schemes for which public 

engagement activities can be applied include: Research Grants, Fellowships, and Follow-on Fund 

for Impact and Engagement. 

 

Dedicated Public Engagement schemes  

The AHRC recognises the need to support public engagement through dedicated schemes 

particularly to support the training and career development of early career researchers. Recent 

examples include the Skills Development call, and Collaborative Research Training scheme. 

 

Community engagement  

Connected Communities is bringing researchers together with community heritage groups 

particularly through its Research for Community Heritage programme. 

 

Broadcasting  

The New Generation Thinkers scheme offers opportunities for early career researchers to gain 

training and experience of broadcast work. Broadcast workshops bring researchers together with 

BBC commissioning and editorial staff around specific themes to inform BBC programming. 

 

Cultural engagement  

The AHRC connects researchers directly with the cultural sector and their public engagement and 

outreach activities through the Collaborative Doctoral Awards and the Cultural Engagement Fund. 

Case studies 

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/per/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Pages/Research-Grants---Standard-Route.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Pages/Fellowships.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Pages/Follow-on-Funding.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Pages/Follow-on-Funding.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Pages/Collaborative-Skills-Development-Call.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Pages/Collaborative-Research-Training-Scheme---Public-Engagement-Training.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Research-funding/Connected-Communities/Pages/Connected-Communities.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Research-funding/Connected-Communities/Pages/HLF-All-Our-Stories-Initiative.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Pages/New-Generation-Thinkers.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funding-Opportunities/Pages/Collaborative-Doctoral-Awards.aspx


See examples of AHRC-funded projects which have engaged the public including: 

 Public Engagement in the Humanities 

 Decision-making in web searching 

 Community and Landscape 

 Sensory Stories 

 Cultural Engagement Fund Pilot Scheme 

 

Resources for schools  

AHRC-funded researchers produce resources for schools as outputs or by-products of their 

research.  

 

Support of RCUK’s Public Engagement programme  

The AHRC contributes to and supports RCUK’s Public Engagement programme. This includes: 

the Concordat on Public Engagement; co-funding of the National Coordinating Centre for Public 

Engagement; Catalyst scheme; Best practice guides and publications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funded-Research/Browse-Case-Studies/Pages/Public-Engagement-in-the-Humanities.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funded-Research/Browse-Case-Studies/Pages/Decision-making-in-web-searching.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funded-Research/Browse-Case-Studies/Pages/Community-and-Landscape.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/Funded-Research/Browse-Case-Studies/Pages/Sensory-Stories.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/What-We-Do/Strengthen-research-impact/public-engagement/Pages/Cultural-Engagement-Fund-Pilot-Scheme.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/What-We-Do/Strengthen-research-impact/public-engagement/Pages/Resources-for-schools.aspx
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/per/Pages/Concordat.aspx
https://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/
https://www.publicengagement.ac.uk/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/per/Pages/Bestpractice.aspx


Impact 

 

‘The demonstrable contribution that excellent research makes to society 

and the economy’ 

- Research Councils UK 

 

 

‘there is now a greater need to involve researchers more directly in 

demonstrating the impact of their research. To enable this to happen, 

researchers need to be actively involved in thinking about demonstrating 

the value of their research and its wider impacts from its inception to 

completion – and ideally beyond if we are to capture the longer-term 

impacts of activities.’ 

- Arts and Humanities Research 

Council  

 

 

‘By impact we mean the ‘influence’ of research or its ‘effect on’ an 

individual, a community, the development of policy, or the creation of a 

new product or service. It relates to the effects of research on our 

economic, social and cultural lives.’ 

- Arts and Humanities Research 

Council 


